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Since the housing market crashed in 2008, millions of Americans 
caught up in the subprime mortgage crisis have lost their homes. 
This is not a secret in the communities that live with foreclosures. 
The devastation is shielded from the eyes of other sectors of society, 
however, including many of those that caused it.

Bruce Gilden has documented foreclosures in some of America’s 
hardest hit communities: Fort Myers Florida, Detroit Michigan, 
Fresno California and Las Vegas Nevada. In addition to photographing, 
I interviewed Americans who have been evicted from their homes, 
or who are facing eviction, and who have been launched into a 
devastating cycle of suffering: family life becomes unstable; children 
are at risk; violence increases; and communities disintegrate.
  
Foreclosure is a uniquely American plague and unemployment has 
cut so deeply into our social fabric that an unprecedented number 
of individuals find themselves caught in this downward spiral. 
The stories of pain surrounding the people trapped in our great 
recession have to be told. For these Americans, it is a fundamental 
right that cannot be denied.
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Apart from the fact that Bruce Gilden is a photographer I admire 
greatly, the political nature of this latest body of work from Gilden 
is perhaps the main reason I chose to engage with the project and 
publish Foreclosures. It’s powerful and we’re hoping, that in some 
small way, it can make a political difference.

The other thing I find fascinating about Foreclosures is the absence 
of people and faces. If you know Gildens work you’ll understand it to 
be a massive departure for him, a brave progressive stride. What’s 
interesting for me, despite the absence of people, Foreclosures as a 
publication reeks of humanity in a very sad and sensitive way. 

We always try to launch our books in an interesting way and we’re 
delighted to be launching Foreclosures at Dashwood books in New 
York, a bookstore we’ve long admired. We’re also for the first time 
taking Browns Editions to the NY Art Book Fair, curated by Printed 
Matter. It’s something we’re very much looking forward to and 
being part of.
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First edition of 500 all 
hand numbered.

Special edition, 1–100, 
come in a black American flag 
slipcase and have a signed 
postcard by Bruce Gilden.

Standard edition, 101–500 
includes one of four found 
American postcards for each 
of the four states featured in 
the book.

£100/ $160 Special edition
£50/ $80 Standard edition

Published 2013
Designed by Browns
280!375mm
1 found postcard
128 pages
51 images
Edition of 500
ISBN 9780956532480
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